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Abstract: This article covers children’s attitudes about learning foreign 
languages, particularly English, and offers some practical suggestions and modern 
methods [1]. 
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English language instruction begins in the second grade, according to recent 
educational system changes. This research focused on young students in this grade 
level. The findings of a mixed method study done at three distinct elementary schools 
were presented in this publication. The primary goal was to convey the perspectives 
of second-graders on their motivation and attitudes toward learning English, as well 
as their perceptions of English language acquisition and instruction. While 
quantitative data was collected by two questionnaires from 192 participants, 
qualitative data was collected through three personal semistructured interviews and a 
focus-group interview [2-3]. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze quantitative 
data. Qualitative data were evaluated using the interpretive descriptive analysis 
approach after the data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing verification 
phases. Parents, teachers, and conducive learning environments and activities were 
found to be crucial determinants in affecting young learners’ attitudes and motivation 
to learn English. The majority of students were enthusiastic about learning English. 
Their favorite pastimes were singing songs and playing games, and they had a strong 
desire to learn English [4-5]. 
Education ministries around the world are lowering the age at which formal 
English language instruction begins in order to produce successful English users. 
Studies in psychology, linguistics, and other related fields suggest an early start to 
language teaching. In connection with this view, the grade of onset of teaching. The 
argument over the best age to start studying a second language persists. Teaching 
English to young learners is typically regarded as difficult due to the peculiarities of 
these students, such as young learners’ weaker affective filters, their capacity to pick 
up foreign language sounds and rhythms quickly, the amount of time they can devote 
to language acquisition, and their capacity to build a stronger sense of intercultural 
identity [6-7]. With the introduction of 8-year obligatory education in 1997, the first 
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step toward decreasing the age of commencement of teaching English was taken. The 
main goal of this move was to improve young learners’ English conversational 
abilities by introducing them to a foreign language at a younger age. However, a 
recent study revealed that the EF EPI (Education First English Competence Index), a 
standardized examination aimed at determining a country’s level of English 
proficiency by collecting adult English proficiency metrics [8-9]. 
In Turkey, efforts to reduce the age of beginning of English have persisted, with 
a major shift adopted this academic year. The Ministry of National Education 
lowered the starting age of English language learning from grade four (age 9) to 
grade two (ages 6-6,5) as part of the comprehensive educational reform, which 
included three four-year segments (primary, elementary, and high school levels) with 
a total of twelve years of compulsory education. The reports concerning the 
theoretical and especially practical problems associated with young learners’ English 
learning with regard to the 2005 curriculum,the problematic techniques, activities, 
materials, and methods employed with these learners, a departure from the integrated 
skills approach by emphasizing speaking and listening before writing and reading 
were important factors determining basic tenets of the current curriculum [10-11]. 
After multiple rounds of changes, the current curriculum was implemented, with arts 
and crafts and theater as the primary activities and tactics for the first four years. The 
focus skills for the second, third, and fourth grades were found to be speaking and 
listening. For the third and fourth grades, however, only a few writing and reading 
exercises were included. These research’ main concerns revolved around school 
administrators’ attitudes toward teaching English to young learners and instructors’ 
attitudes of the second-grade English curriculum. This research has some pedagogical 
consequences. First, English teachers for young learners should use more symbolic 
awards in their classes, such as a star or a smiley on their faces or notebooks, as a 
response to students’ efforts to learn English, because it is one of the most important 
factors motivating and increasing positive attitudes toward learning English. Teachers 
should also incorporate more games, singing, and painting activities into their classes, 
as well as eliminating writing activities [12-13]. The learners’ insecure preparedness 
level at this age has substantial institutional implications. Second graders range 
significantly in their ability to write, read, and perform simple skills like cutting, 
painting, and pasting. Because of the disparity in learning abilities, the more 
successful students have to wait longer, which causes them to become bored and 
eventually lose interest and drive. As a result, only in English classes, students from 
various classes may be grouped according to their skills, allowing teachers to design 
learning activities that are best suited to the students’ zone of proximal growth. 
Finally, this study suffers from the drawback of having a small sample size. 
Future researchers should increase the number of participants to understand more 
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about young learners’ attitudes and motivation to learn English in an EFL setting. 
Cross-cultural studies can also be conducted to compare students in various 
educational settings [14-15].  
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